x                          FOREWORD
little progress towards the realisation of that
ideal can be registered.
There is no lack, then, of doctors to
minister to a continent diseased. Europe,
for that matter, needs no physician, for every
leader of any enlightenment in the different
countries has diagnosed its ills accurately
enough, and is broadly agreed about the
cure. Not one of them but advocates dis-
armament in the abstract, hardly one but
admits that a general reduction of tariffs
would be for the good of all concerned. But
because each country is not merely unwilling
to move first, but wants to find a way of
moving last, when it has seen what steps the
the rest are taking, stagnation continues and
progress lingers. But the stagnation is not
complete. Signs of progress do glimmer in
the darkness, and the most must be made
of them. The one aspect of the future of
Europe worth discussing is the evidence, such
as it is, of any sporadic movements towards a
goal which every one professedly desires to
sice attained, which some few believe to be
attainable, and which a few of those few are
actually endeavouring to attain. That is, in
fact, what I have brought very briefly under
examination in the following pages.
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